BATE T HEHtARITRZ A,
b 56 75 90K L B 4 B ?

We asked people who traveled the most in
the world, where did he think the most
fun?
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Traveling around the world is something much harder than people think. As of 2017, more than
530 people have been to space, but fewer than 180 people on Earth have been to all of the 193

member nations of the United Nations.



5K I R A AT . AR ST O 8% U5 34 Don Parrish, who swam with dolphins. The

photos are provided by the respondent.
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Don Parrish from Chicago, United States is one of them to visit all 193 countries. At age 73, he
also completed 325 locations listed on the Traveler's Century Club (TCC) list. This not-for-profit
organization, founded in 1954, is known for its membership, and only those who travel to 100
countries are eligible to join. In fact, Parrish may be the most traveled person in the world. He has
13 passports, flown more than 8 million kilometers and visited more than 60 remote islands by
boat. He ranked first with 852 locations on MTP (MostTraveledPeople.com), a site dedicated to
traveling punch-lovers. This niche club was founded by Charles Veley, an American also
dedicated to world travel. Members divide the world map into 875 parts, including the UN-
defined countries, territories, dependencies, provinces or states of major powers, island groups,
islands, and enclaves. Currently, Parrish has only 23 places on the list left to be explored. At the

beginning of the new year, we chatted with Parrish by mail.
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Now that you've been to most of the world, where is your next destination?
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Parrish: [ have 23 places to complete all the places listed on MTP, but these 23 places are hardly
accessible at the moment, some are not open to foreigners, such as China's Xisha Islands, while
others are very expensive requiring chartered boats or commercial trips available only once
every few years. Frankly, I think, no one will complete the list of 875 locations because this list is
so difficult. One of the important things besides the two barriers I have just mentioned is that
traveling is sometimes a matter of luck, such as the island of Bouvet in Antarctica. The weather
was so bad when we went there that we were unable to land on the island. So I missed a visit to

Bouvet. This may have been the only chance in my life to visit it.

In addition to MTP, I'm also working on the UN's World Heritage list. At present, I have been to

512 out of 1,073 world heritage sites, ranking 25t in the world on that list.

However, I often travel to visit places on no list. I especially enjoy visiting the birth houses and

graves of famous people.






TR AT, RS E RS BT . XA AR IKIEEAIRAT . Parrish, a

young man, had a summer job at a German factory in 1965. This was his first overseas trip.
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What is your motivation for traveling all the time?
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Parrish: I like to travel, it's that simple! I like to visit different cities and countries and see
different geographical wonders and civilizations, animals, architecture, people of all kinds ... All

this fascinates me.

Travel has a very interesting cumulative effect, and sometimes when [ arrive at a new attraction I
can actually connect it with places I've been to before. For example, on different trips over the
years, [ have seen the house where Napoleon's was born, the room where he died, his first place

of burial, the place where he was finally buried, the battlefield were he was defeated at Waterloo,



and a place on his flight from Moscow back to France. After seeing this series of places, Napoleon
for me is no longer just a historical name, but like a living person. And finally I made my own
discoveries when I visited the tomb of Niyazov in Turkmenistan and the tomb of US President

Grant in New York and saw they are more or less designed to copy Napoleon's tomb in Paris.
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Why did you choose to travel the world in this systematic way?
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Parrish: Initially, it saved time and money by doing so. For example, you should plan to visit
several neighboring countries in one trip. Later, [ realized the most appropriate way to
understand the best or worst places in this world is to look at all places, and only then can we get
the most complete education or experience. For example, an uninhabited remote island usually
has a wonderful ecosystem of animals and plants. And inhabited remote islands are fascinating

places to learn how people can continue to survive over time.



By HH A R JE WA A L E ez [ 5505, Tristan da Cunha is considered the most

remote island in the world.
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Where have you been, where is your favorite? Say three
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Parrish: Oh, I love too many places, there are countless ones to choose from! OK for you, I'll pick a

favorite place for each of three lists: TCC, MTP and UN World Heritage Sites.

In TCC's list, Tristan da Cuhna counts as one favorite. It is an island in the South Atlantic and the
most remote and inhabited island in the world. More than 200 years ago, there were people
living there, and now its current population is less than 300. In 1961, after a volcano erupted, all
the inhabitants of the island were moved to England, where they saw cars and most modern
advantages for the first time. However, less than a year later, 95% of residents still returned to
their home island. They like to live in seclusion. The islanders have a very special English accent

and have their own culture. I enjoy chatting with them.



MG k2R L H K 2 JE WP ) . View of Tristan da Cunha from the boat.



F IR )E . Traditional island residence.

FEMTPF L, 2 PR B b i 5 L Sy (Marion

Island) Wt P KM 2 —o BBATad Ik, AN 323 NI N SR AR & Bt
IRk AR, AR 13N, HEIR —SCRME DI REE Y o L3N B 7 e ) VP ]
o I EATANTRAT EH M4 AR — SN SCE IR, (e R T REROR, fitdT 172000
NHEAPIXAE o AR, KRAUIE T, Py NAHE=M, M LiE AL, 2
BRI T A

AR JEBAME By BRI =R T XA B ARRRrIR, TP RICR, B BT PR .
365K FAT320 RARLE MY EUF A TERIBLRBHICIRZWIE . B8 N A1 A IEL S T
ARy, RTINS RS WL Ry R, AT SIRATE AT MHE PEIN 1% 8 A4



One of my favorite places on the MTP list is Marion Island in the Prince Edward Islands. The
island is not inhabited, but a 23-person research group conducts scientific expeditions all the
year on the island, waiting for 12 months for the next expedition team to replace them with a
month overlap for training. A special permit was needed to get to this island. Then the four
travelers with four crew members got in a small old boat, bounced around a full 9 days in rough
seas and sailed 2,000 kilometers to reach the island. It was a nightmarish nine days, the weather

was horrible, everyone was seasick, the ship had no shower, and all 8 men lost weight.

But the three days we spent on the island were fantastic. The island is very special and due to the
wind there is not a single tree on the island. 320 days in 365 days have rain. Fortunately, the days
when we there were sunny and bright. Scientists took us on foot to visit the island to see how

penguins and albatross nest on the island, and they also taught us what to do if caught in the local

quicksand, called mires in English.




L E N F R LR, Marion Island research base.

o RS A RS K 5 . Marion Island is also a penguin's paradise.
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The Egyptian Khufu Pyramid on the World Heritage List is also one of my favorite places. When I

was a young kid, I was eager to see this historic architectural miracle. In 1971, I hired a local



guide to take me on a climb of the Pyramid. We set off at 6am and the local guide climbed fast, but
[ caught up with him and he climbed faster ... It almost became a race, and in the end we climbed
to the top in less than 10 minutes and gasped . Unfortunately, that day was cloudy, the scenery

was not good. No problem. I was 26 years old that year and had completed my childhood dream.
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You must have come to China, talk about your trip that okay?
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Parrish: Alright. From 1984 to 1985, [ visited China three times on business trips. [ have never
seen so many bicycles! I noticed that China was rapidly changing at that time. For example, the

taxis in Beijing seemed to have all been replaced between some of my trips.



Once, when I was visiting Beijing's tourist sites, [ noticed a farmer following me. He kept a certain
distance, walked behind me, his face always with a surprised expression. I guess [ may be the first
foreigner he had ever seen. He followed me that day for a long time, about an hour or two. Now,

however, no Chinese are surprised to see a foreigner.

In the 1980s most Chinese people wore similar, blue, gray and black clothes in smaller cities but
in some big cities people started to have fashionable ideas. I remember in Guangzhou, [ saw a

woman wearing a purple silk dress, but [ was very surprised she was also wearing lipstick.
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Have you been to many provinces in China?
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Parrish: Well, yes all of the provinces. Of all the places in China, I like Xi'an the most. I still
remember myself reading about the terracotta warriors in the newspapers in 1974, and in 2010,
[ finally saw them. Every face of these statues is different, so amazing. I also noticed that those
Chinese tourists who looked at Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses each seemed proud and pride
showed on their faces. I also bought a book of terracotta warriors and horses. When salesperson

asked me if  would like my Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses book autographed by the Old



Farmer who found this site, I was so excited. I could not restrain my joy when he autographed

my book. My idea is this Old Farmer is my link between me and ancient China.
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In so many years of travel, you must have a lot of good friends overseas.
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Parrish: Yes, I have a story that lasted for many years due to my travels.

As background, I should explain that I have deep ties with Germany. When [ was 16, [ had a pen
pal in East Berlin and we wrote in English. Later, when I was a student at the University of Texas,
[ studied German for two years before [ went to Germany for one summer working in a factory.

So when traveling, it seems easy for me to meet Germans.



20034E, MIHEATSIN T Janfi84L. In 2003, Parrish attended Jan's wedding and took this photo.
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In 1994, [ went on a boat trip to the Galapagos Islands. During my trip, I met a lady of about my
age and her son Jan Eilers. Her husband worked in the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, so
they, like me, have been to many parts of the world. We talked happily on the boat and exchanged

contact details.

During a trip to Germany in 1995, I visited their family.

In 1998, Jan invited me to travel with him to Hawaii. A year later, he came to Chicago with his

girlfriend, and I led them through the city and took them to a German World War Il submarine.

In 2003, Jan invited me to be his best man at the wedding. I took the Queen Elizabeth II ship

across the Atlantic to attend this wedding (and the Concorde on the return home).

Fourteen years later, in 2017, I visited Germany again and met Jan. Although we have not met for
many years, we have maintained communications. I think this friendship lasting more than 20

years will also continue.
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Which is the most dangerous among all your travels?
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Parrish: This is a difficult question to answer. I have taken many chances that could have killed

or injured me. There are times when I almost lost my life being driven on highways at night.



[s sitting on a boat in a stormy sea the most dangerous? There are many times I have to do this

because the islands I'm going to are so remote.

Perhaps also when small aircraft bounce around landing on a dirt runway? I've had many
"dangerous" flying fears in: gliders, hang gliders, ultralight planes, hot air balloons, and even

replicas of historic aircraft. (I forgot to mention, I made two parachute jumps in 1963.)

Maybe there are dangerous moments to face to face with wildlife: lions, cheetahs, hippos, rhinos,

elephants, bears, polar bears, walruses, seals, etc.

(I have made 62 scuba dives in the ocean.) And on the night of 1984, during a night dive in the
Cayman Islands, [ was stung by poisonous jellyfish. For a full 10 hours, it got more difficult for me

to breathe each hour, but fortunately I finally recovered.

[ have also been to very dangerous areas. In the past 10 years, | have been to Pakistan three
times, twice in Afghanistan and twice in Iraq. Two hotels I stayed in were bombed few months

later.

In those dangerous countries, I'd rather enjoyed Somalia. Before my departure, my travel agent
refused to help me arrange the trip, he thought [ would be kidnapped. Later, my travel friend and
[ hired by four bodyguards who had AK-47s, and we were accompanied by a local government

official. Although it looks very scary, the trip was very interesting.



MHEAER S H, JEMIUANOREE 9 &8 Rk3036 4. Parrish in Somalia. The cost of hiring

four bodyguards is 30 dollars a day each.
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What do you think the meaning of travel?
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Parrish: For me, traveling means discovering the connection between people, places and history.
Use your own eyes to see, then you can form your own point of view, not from books, not what

others say, but your own experiences.
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Now more and more people want to travel around the world, do you have any suggestions?
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Parrish: Your career and family are very important. Get your favorite job. Then you can start your
travels in your own country. When [ was young, my first travel goal was to visit all the states in

the United States.



Remember to learn English well. Because if you want to travel around the world, it is almost
impossible not to speak English. Very often foreign languages will open the door for you while

traveling.

Finally, seize every opportunity to travel. You must save money for travel. Also learn to travel
alone, because many times your friends may not necessarily understand why you love traveling

so much. On the road you may meet new friends including from China.

Some young people also do some traveling by working in hotels or on cruises. My first overseas
trip was because of an internship in Germany. In Germany I insisted on speaking German only,
even though I did not speak it perfectly. This experience changed my life, by showing me it was

possible to have big goals and to be more ambitious.



